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Tax Tips for 2012
Gift Tax Strategies

The current large gift tax applicable exclusion amount, low gift tax rates, de-
pressed property values and low interest rates create a favorable environment for
making certain gifts.

Federal gift tax basics
Annual exclusions. Each year, you can give a certain amount ($13,000 in 2011 and
2012) to as many individuals as you like as gift tax free.

Qualified transfers exclusion. You can give an unlimited amount on behalf of any
individuals for tuition or medical expenses gift tax free. You must pay the amount
directly to the educational or medical care provider though.

Applicable exclusion amount. Gifts can also be sheltered by the applicable exclu-
sion amount, which can protect gifts of up to $5,120,000 (in 2012; $5,000,000 in

2011). The dollar limit applies to all taxable gifts you make during life and to your
estate at your death for federal estate tax purposes.

Basic planning

The first gifts you consider should generally be annual exclusion and qualified
transfer gifts. You can make annual exclusion gifts to anyone for any purpose. The
annual exclusion is lost in any year in which you do not use it.

You can make unlimited gifts using the exclusion for qualified transfers, but gifts
are limited to educational and medical purposes.

You and your spouse can split gifts that either of you make. Doing so allows you
and your spouse to effectively use each other's annual exclusions and applicable
exclusion amounts. For example, if you have 2 children, you and your spouse
could make annual exclusion gifts totaling $52,000 to your children (2 spouses x 2
children x $13,000.

If you have property whose value is depressed, now may be a good time to make
a gift of it. The gift tax value of a gift is its fair market value, and a lower value
means a smaller gift for gift tax purposes.

R e c i Qajen:Gumbo

Ingredients

2 tablespoons butter

3 cloves garlic, minced

2 cups chopped onion

3/4 cup chopped celery

1 pound okra, chopped

1/4 cup butter

1/4 cup all-purpose flour

1/2 pound cubed beef stew meat (optional)

8 cups water

1 (16 ounce) can whole tomatoes, undrained and chopped
1 1/2 teaspoons white sugar

1 1/2 tablespoons chopped fresh parsley

1 sprig fresh thyme

2 bay leaves

1 pinch salt

1/2 teaspoon ground cayenne pepper

1 pinch ground black pepper

1 pound andouille sausage, cut into 1/2 inch pieces
1/2 pound crabmeat, flaked

1 pound medium shrimp - peeled and deveined
1/2 teaspoon hot pepper sauce

1/4 cup Worcestershire sauce

1/2 lemon

file powder
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Melt butter in a large skillet over medium heat. Cook garlic, onions, celery and
okra, stirring constantly until golden brown. Set aside.

In a large heavy bottomed stock pot over medium-high heat, combine 1/4 cup of
butter and flour. Cook, stirring constantly, until the roux becomes chocolate brown.
Stir in the vegetable mixture, and stew meat. Cook, stirring, until vegetables are
tender, and meat is evenly brown. Stir in water, tomatoes and sugar. Season with
parsley, thyme, bay leaves, salt, cayenne pepper and black pepper. Bring to a boil,
reduce heat, and simmer for 2 1/2 hours, stirring occasionally.

Add shrimp, crabmeat and andouille to stock pot. Stir in hot pepper sauce and
Worcestershire sauce. Remove seeds from lemon and squeeze juice into stock
pot. Simmer an additional 10 minutes, stirring occasionally. Remove bay leaves,

sprinkle with file powder, and serve.

ENJOY!

Social Security News

Senior citizens are living longer and spending
more time in retirement than ever before, but this
is causing many to worry they will out- live their
savings.

About 40 percent of retirees and half of those
about to retire, say this anxiety has grown worse
with the sluggish economy.
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Best Inv Strategies for 2012 U :
e et . Cool Snacks Fried Pickles
For 2012, I nvesting mea&ns .

ReThinking. Ingredients:

2 cups whole wheat flour
Investing In Annuities — a Safe Haven?

Annuities have become the Safe Haven for today’s Investors. With The Market in 1 cup alkpurpose flour
turmoil from our on Economic mishap’s to the European misfortunes in Debt,

people today are finding shelter with performances from Annuities. Annuities are 2 teaspoons salt
offering the options to capture the Markets upside while allowing no Market Risk, .

it is no wonder people are flocking to Annuities. More people are now moving 1 teaspoon paprika

their assets out of aggressive ventures over to the Annuity side for safety. 1/4 teaspoon cayenne pepper

Vintage Comic Books: Take Advantage? 1 11 ounce jar hamburger dill pickle slices
It is hard to argue that collecting these publications is a fly-by-night hobby. These

fun publications have a long history. The origin of these books, some believe, 2 cups buttermilk

developed from newspaper comic strips dating back to the late 1800’s. Most

modern collectors contribute “Yellow Kid” as the first modern comic-strip charac- Directions:

ter that appeared in the New York Journal in 1896. ) )
Preheat 8 cups of vegetable oil to 350 degrees in a

L S I t.
Investing in Hydropower — Worth Considering? arge po
Hydro-power provides over twenty percent of the world’s energy, and Drain dill pickles in a colander and then place into a
makes up seventy percent of the renewable energy generated in Ameri- medium sized bowl with the 2 cups of buttermilk.

ca. While wind and solar are certainly being looked at, the fact is that

this source of energy has been around for decades and investing in Place all dry ingredients into a bow! and mix well.

wisely into this market has been one of the most profitable moves major Take about a handful of the pickles out of the butter-

investors can make. While it's certainly out of some price ranges, re- milk and dredge into the seasoned flour.

viewing a bit of information could help you see that investing in hydro- . .

power is a good option for your investment dollars. ﬁhtake off excess flour, and place battered pickles into
ot grease.

Ret hi nki n g 40 fe ca Lzl notlg Gfyteo many pickles into the hot

dzi O dzi 1 4p1k Issues: Predictions in the forecast on grease of the pickles won't fry up crisp.
VvV Qz 1, VvV az 01k issues, very soon the first of 75 million Fry pickle slices until golden brown.

~ | bapy boomers are goi retire and when this
Each mont h o lhaﬁpen it llviﬁ/lz§d togﬁe%ggest tock market | Continue cooking pickles until all are done.
new quest 1 0N. crashinhistory.
Now you can make appetizers just like Hooters with

QuestiNoncheat ilfogarefrom the baby boomers generation this fried pickle recipe.
and do.have a 401 (k%, be aware of your retire-
Ho w many Pr Rem shirn n(ﬁwg@, im§Magazine even point-

have w e i m p & @yt gpplrept prpb®ms with the 401(k), the
celebrities of financial media continue to pro-

___________ mote it, disregarding whatever problem there - )
apparently is. Is this 401k ( bang the tambou- College Funding for Kids

Just call or ema,fipes rmggineﬁ Qolitical? The second statement .

dionzumo@gmail.c oW@s that-44% of all Americans are in danger of 529 Plan Tax Benefits

33470040 for t he |9PREPIOKke N their retirement years. This ) . . . .
means when 75 million baby-boomers in Amer- A 529_ Plan is an educational savings plan with special tax
ica are preparing to retire, will go bankrupt benefits to you.
once they stop working. The 401(k)'s are likely

7 ly.a cask heist or cash cow for the rich use e

wz2uK Lw! b § i Iy‘ur pockets and drain you off your Tax Benefits:

Roth IRA — An account that uses wealth. As long as the plan satisfies a few basic requirements, the

money taxes have been paid on, or federal tax law provides special tax benefits to you, the plan

after-tax dollars, and grows tax de- Again is this a wrap- around Wall street and participant.

ferred. When it comes time to take the | Politicians ballroom dance where we all get to

money. go to the dance? ( No ). The truth is definitely

The term Roth IRA is short for Roth not what we want to b_elieve but here |S some Federal Tax Benefits:

Individual Retirement Arrangement, truth for you, Banks win, Wall Street wins, 529 pl f dl tax break

and takes its name from Senator Politicians Win and the IRS wins, ask yourself plans Ofier unsurpassed Income tax breaxs.

William Roth who was its main spon- this - with all the bail outs when is the last time

sor through legislation. you heard of a 401k programming getting a )

Most people who work for a living want bail out or any persons retirement program. State Tax Benefit® Check your Local State

to save for their retirement, call today

for your free information: 334-472- 2012 is the year to take your retirement pro- Call today for more info: 334720040

0040 gram back! Call today for more info 472-0040! y '
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|l nsurance for Smal | Chil dr en:

Child Life Insurance ( Parents and Grandparents ) - This to often is overlooked or even not discussed, normally because we approach a
child’s life Insurance as a burial policy and we avoid the negative thoughts behind these types of securities.

But today there are so many different options and moving parts available inside an Insurance Structure that you can set up policies to fit
any persons need(s), desires, or Goals.

Buying life insurance for children can be a great investment, and by purchasing life insurance at a young age will ensure your children
(s) are covered in case they experience serious illness or an accident.

For example, if you have a family history of a serious illness that your child develops when older, your child might have a more difficult
time obtaining insurance because of the higher costs and more scarce availability of insurance for people with serious medical condi-
tions.

Having life insurance can also greatly reduce the financial burden associated with a serious accident or illness and by purchasing life
insurance for your children when they are healthy and young, it will enable them to maintain affordable premiums throughout their adult-
hood.

It is an Emotional decision, but just in case you needed the burial protection side of the policy at least you would have that included.
There are definitely more reasons " to purchase " the Insurance than there are excuses "not to", look around, you have coverage on
your Home-Automobile-Boat, well what about your most valuable asset your children or grandchildren? Call 334-472-0040 for details.

Economy and Politics Headlines Great Quotes:

JanuatNowprhéeleB8aace that 2012 Will be a |kt

God is up to something.

Here are the positive: Author ~ God

The S&P 500 was up 4.36% in January 2012, BESEeRBELEIUSELIIN a nu

your consent. ~Eleanor Roosevelt

For the entire month of January, the S&P ere

the first time ever.

A successful person is one who can lay a
firm foundation with the bricks that others

Unemployment, at Il east the official numb cUEld il 8.3

Purely based on past performance and st at iUl Il N e a
the Dow Jonddle WSDJIS&P GSANEe: s Nas da )l KNG syc SRSt

Unknown

and Rusel/l 2000 (Chicago Options: "~RUT) i th
. . . Confidence comes not from always

So Positive marks, gains, and growth for A T L1 s W IEH AP nd
be wrong. ~Peter T. Mcintyre

The U. S. Departments of Treasury and Labor this past month

signed to Ahelp enhance security for millions of Americans
REVERENDFUN COM COPYRIGHT BIFLE GATEWAY

According to a release, the measures wil/l par

and broaden the availability of retiremen so

save responsibly and securely. o
The only issue within these new set of ru dde
ments control and profitability from your t he

Do yourself a favor grab the New Book, Tax Free Retirement — Myth or Reality, it is truly a must
read for 2012, contact me for your copy.

Be safe in your decisions and speak with a professional, it is your retirement and you only get one J—
chance at it so make it count for more information call 334-472-0040. HAVE YOU HEARD THE GOOD NEWS OF JESUS
CHRIST? |F NCT, DOWNLOAD QUR FREE APP
AND T WILL TELL YOO ALL ApoUT IT
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Protecting Futures

Refer a Friend and Enter to Win $100

Follow us on FaceBook, Twitter, Blogging, & New

Podcast Radio Show

Were on the web

Zumosfinancialservices.info

Order your Copy Today! Tax Free
Retirement - Myth or Reality!

Tax Free Retirement

Mythor Realty

Order Details:
Dion Zumo
P.O. Box 1255
Wetumpka, Al 36092

Simpl e

ACROSS

1. Potato state

6. Lather

10. A young lady

14. 10 cent coins

15. Clove hitch or figure eight
6. Modify

. 1
Service §7. Ask an unreasonable price

19. Formally surrender

20. A fourwheel covered carriage

21. Clairvoyant's gift

22. Fit

23. Kingly

25. Optical maser

26. Clenched hand

30. Any unsaturated aliphatic hydrocar-

it o §2. Asserted
35. Resident
39. Trader
40. Ebb
41. Cost
43. Viscera
44. Funny television show
46. Plunder
47. Tranquility
50. Not lower
53. Hodgepodge
54. Type of hat
55. Financial
60. Lantern
61. Dental medicine
63. Leg joint
64. Fail to win
65. Carcinoid
66. Contributes
67. Sketched
68. Platform

Sports Headlines

DOWN

1. False god

2. Opera star

3. Ends a prayer
4. Group of cattle
5. Academy award
6. Calypso off-
shoot

7. Not believable
8. Dog sleigh

9. Stair

10. Robotic

11. Notions

12. Move furtively
13. Drive

18. Color

NFL News: Super Bowl Predictions who did you pick?
Peyton Manning has been medically cleared by two doctors, one of whom performed the most re-

cent surgery on the Colts quarterback's neck, to resume his NFL career, now the decision becomes
does he play, and who does he play for, and does he stay in Indy?

MLB News:

24. Deity

25. Flax fabric

26. Disappear gradual-
ly

27. Holly

28. Smack

29. Tools for star gaz-
ing

31. Nonflowering plant
33. Wish granter

34. At one time
(archaic)

36. Nil

37. Cocoyam

38. Where a bird lives
42. S. American coun-

43. Evil spirit

45. Be against

47. A type of dance
48. African antelope
49. Intended

51. Eastern newt
52. Violent disturb-
ances

54. Frigid

56. A promiscuous
woman

57. Unwakable state
58. All excited

59. Stringedinstru-
ment

62. Not used

A decade after the Moneyball season, the A's rank among the teams most likely to lose 100 games.
Is competitive balance taking a turn for the worse?

NBA News:

The NBA fines Mark Cuban for criticizing the referees, and Rick Carlisle for kicking a basketball into

the stands.

College Football News:

Herschel. Bo. LT. Robert Nkemdiche is drawing comparisons to the game's greats. Can they handle
the hype? | believe without a doubt they have and can handle the hype and buzz around them.
Alabama wins impressively after much controversy over who should have played LSU in the title

matchup.

Nascar News:

Rick Hendrick raised a lot of eyebrows a year ago when he paired Dale Earnhardt Jr. with crew
chief Steve Letarte. The result? The move just may have saved Junior's career.

Golf News:

Can one club really spur a player on to a great round? For Ryan Palmer the answer, after a 7-under
64 at the Waste Management Phoenix Open, is yes.

Fishing News:

B.A.S.S., upon the recommendation of its Bassmaster Elite Series Rules Committee, has amended
its tournament rules to limit anglers competing in the Bassmaster Classic and Bassmaster Elite

Series to the use of a single lure during practice and competition.
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This newsletter and any information contained herein are intended for general informational purposes only and should nondeued as legal, financial or medical advice. | take
great effort to ensure the accuracy of information contained in this newsletter. However, | will not be responsible at angfior any errors or omissions or any damages, how so ever
caused, or results from its use. For competent professional advice please contact my Office-4738040.



